Location:
Anza-Borrego Desert
State Park, San Diego
County, CA

Acres:
842

Natural  Resources:
Habitat for numerous
sensitive species,
including peninsular
bighorn sheep, least
Bell’s vireo, and San
Diego homed lizard

Cultural ~ Resources:
Extensive evidence of
Native American use
and historical trade
route through property

Incompatible  Uses:
Cattle grazing and rural
homesites

Opportunity:
Currently optioned to
Anza Borrego
Foundation and
available for public
purchase

Price:
$1.2 million
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Location

The property is located in the high desert of San
Diego County approximately six to seven miles southeast
of the historic town of Julian. Mason Valley is approxi-
mately five miles south of the junction of S-2 and High-
way 78, or “Scissors Crossing”. Scissors Crossing is at the
western entrance to Anza-Borrego Desert State Park,
California’s largest park. The property includes two non-
contiguous parcels located in Oriflamme (680 acres) and
Rodriguez Canyons (162 acres). The Oriflamme Canyon
portion abuts lands managed by California State Parks on
three sides while the Rodriguez Canyon parcel is com-
pletely surrounded by state parklands. To the south of the
Oriflamme Canyon portion of the property are private
ranchlands and public lands managed by the Bureau of

oditEn Rosen

Land Management. ®

Natural  Resources

Mason Valley provides an important link in the protection of biodiversity in
San Diego County and southern California. Its natural resources are an extension of
surrounding state parklands. This floristically rich area transitions from creosote at
the valley floor to a Jeffrey pine forest and alpine meadow at the 6,000 foot high

Paul Johnson
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Anthany Mercieo

elevation of the surrounding Laguna and Cuyamaca
Mountains. Vegetation types include a 23.5-acre
Desert Willow series along Vallecito Wash, providing
a connective corridor between Oriflamme and
Rodriguez Canyons and the Vallecito. Rare and
unusual plants known to occur in Mason Valley
include Payson’s jewelflower, Cove’s cassia, curly
herrissantia and the impressive Mason Valley cholla,
a hybrid cactus known to occur in the Mason Valley
to Agua Calienta Hot Springs area.

In addition, there are 3.2 acres of the Fremont

Cottonwood and willow vegetation series, an impor-
tant bird habitat, along the perennial stream in
Oriflamme Canyon. Management of this riparian
corridor will improve habitat for such rare
birds as the endangered least Bell’s vireo,
southwestern willow flycatcher and summer
tanager. Protection of this wildlife corridor
will enhance populations of wildlife that
need large tracts of open space including the
endangered Peninsular bighorn sheep, moun-
tain lions, deer, badger and golden eagles.
Some rare reptile species likely to occur in
the area are the San Diego horned lizard and
the rosy boa.

As a part of the transition zone be-
tween the Peninsular Ranges and the Colo-
rado Desert, Mason Valley is a place to
observe the intergradation of montane
chaparral plants with high desert species. In
late Spring masses of sky-blue wild hyacinth,
the showy white and gold prickly poppy, and
brilliant red torches of Indian paintbrush

color the hillsides and valleys. m
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Cultural  Resources

The property 1s rich in history and
has been used extensively by Native
Americans, pioneers, immigrants and
cattle ranchers. The property contains
historical trade and immuigrant routes
including a section of the Southern
Emigrant Route and the route of Pedro
Fages’ 1772 exploration expedition.
Routes of mail carriers, traders and
settlers follow Oriflamme Canyon
westward to Cuyamaca and San Diego,
connecting with the Southern Emigrant
Route northward to Los Angeles
through Box Canyon. In addition,
twenty-three identified Native Ameri-
can archaeological sites are found on
the property (see photo of metates).

Today the Mason Valley area and
surrounding parkland is enjoyed by
thousands of recreationists including
hikers on the Pacific Crest National
Scenic Trail, located approximately one
half mile to the west of the Rodriguez
Canyon portion of the property. B

Joan Rosan
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Incompatible  Uses

Cattle grazing and the potential for rural homesites are incompatible uses with
surrounding parkland and make this property a key acquisition to improve the con-
nective corridor between Anza-Borrego Desert State Park and Cuyamaca Rancho
State Park. ®

Opportunity

The Anza-Borrego Foundation (ABF), a non-profit public benefit corporation
that acquires land for Anza-Borrego Desert State Park through donation or purchase
trom willing sellers, has secured an option to purchase the Mason Valley property
until late 2002. ABE, with assistance from Conservation Land Group, is currently
seeking public funds and private donations to ensure that the Mason Valley property
is acquired and transferred to the State of California during the option term. The
project is a memorial to the late Frank Wheat. Wheat, an ABF Trustee at the time of
his death in July 2000, wrote California Desert Miracle detailing the work of leaders in
the passage of the California Desert Protection Act. The Mason Valley property was
the number one priority on his personal list of desert acquisitions. Acquisition of
this property by the State will help round out other recent acquisitions in the area and
protect existing wildlife corridors. W

Price

$1.2 million. An independent appraisal has been approved by the State of
California. |

Micholas Clapp
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Disclaimer: No warranty or representation, expressed or implied, is made as to the completeness and accuracy of the information contained herein. © 2001 Conservation Land Group, Inc.

©2002 Conservation Land Group, Inc.




{ - i
= =
1 -!- — L s -. e
KNS 35 -
y |I ' o & [lyim :
‘:-lb ; st
i e :
Nk it :
e — !-- LS f a'r._\_.'.- L — [
e ’ 5 Lt X
N Nk B
i .:lllr " TE -__.
-.-" 1 B S 5
“ Fro Ty ._-'I.. e o rE
~ | Oriflamme Canyon
.|_ .}'7_/_| 1 : pm 5 F

.S, S

i‘" . - - .. - - F. |.

sk e f“
]

s
|

|
i

Mason Valley [_] Mason Valley Parcels

San Diego County . D 0.5 1 Miles
Parcel/Topographical Map N

Dindinar o Ao s bl @i F epreaenlaliah, eopsseed a6 isplod, B M ede &8 10 b con plisien s @0 H scou sy 4F e diom slion coslanod baims 8 2000  prisehvelies Latd Group, |he

©2002 Conservation Land Group, Inc.




For additional information |o|eose contact:

CONSERVATION LAND GROUP, INC.

102 East Blithedale Ave. Suite 4 Mill Valley, CA 9494)
tel. 415.388.5282 fax. 415.388.5295

www.conserveland.com

ANLIA
BORREGO

FOUMDATIOMN

P.O. Box 2001
Borrego Springs, CA 92004
tel. 760.767.0446
fax. 760.767.0465
www.theabf.org

No warranty or representation, expressed or implied, is made by Conservation Land Group, Inc., as to the completeness and

accuracy of the information contained herein. The information herein is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, changes

in economic, financial conditions, rental or other conditions beyond the control of Conservation Land Group, Inc. Any person

reviewing this information acknowledges that he or she is engaging in his or her own independent due diligence investigation Last Updated: 2/26/2002

and shall hold harmless Conservation Land Group, Inc., for any statements made herein. ©2002 Conservation Land Group, Inc.




